BOY   KING
It is the policy of collaboration with Germany and Italy. In
January 1939 I watched the arrival in Belgrade of Mussolini's
son-in-law and Foreign Minister, Count Ciano, and marvelled at
the changes that four years can bring in European politics. About
four years before I had watched the coffin of King Alexander
arrive at this same station.
Some of his murderers had been trained and paid in
Italy, and after the crime the leaders fled to Italy, who refused
to extradite them. The highest personages in Italy must have
known what impended in Marseilles on that October day in 1934.
Now, Count Ciano travelled through Yugoslavia in his special
train, the same peasants who then came weeping to watch the
dead king pass came smiling to offer bread and salt to the honoured
guest. Dr. Stoyadinovitch's green shirts and blue shirts cried 'Long
live the Duce' and 'Long live Ciano'.
In politics memories are sometimes very long and sometimes
very short.
The mind of the people is not for Germany and Italy. Yugo-
slavs have not forgotten Austrian domination, German occupation,
the murder of the King, the Italian claims to Dalmatia. But
reasons of State produce curious changes and, since the day when
France passively accepted the German reoccupation of the Rhine-
land, the rulers of Yugoslavia have seen the best hope of safety in
friendship with Germany and Italy. Tactically, the position is a
fairly good one, because the points of weakness in the Berlin-Rome
partnership lie in Yugoslavia. As long as the partnership pays the
partners such good dividends, it is in their interest to keep it strong
— and not to push their ambitions in Yugoslavia to the point where
they could clash. Germany, undoubtedly, feels drawn towards
the Adriatic, and when she appears there Italy will begin to
tremble before her partner. Italy, undoubtedly, has only shelved,
and not forgotten, her claims to Yugoslavia's Adriatic coast. But
as long as the partnership remains valuable to Berlin and Rome,
that coveted coast is likely to remain neutral ground, and Yugo-
slavia may deftly play off the partners against each other. It is
her only hope,
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